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Q: I would like to remove some soils from my garden beds. How should I dispose of this soil? 
A:  

For households: If you live in a home, you may dispose of soil in your trash without testing it first if 
your garbage hauler is willing to take the soil. You should ask your garbage provider if it is ok to add 
large amounts of soil to the trash. Trash bins full of soil may be too heavy, and the hauler may want to 
make separate arrangements with you for pickup. You should not put soil into the yard debris bins 
because composters do not want soil mixed with yard debris and food scraps.   
 
You can use Metro’s Find your Hauler website to get contact information for your garbage hauler. Here is 
a link to that website:  
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/tools-living/garbage-and-recycling/find-your-hauler 
 
For commercial properties or community gardens: 

If you want to remove soil from a business, community garden, apartment complex or other location that 
is not a single-family residence, the soil should be tested first to determine if it is clean enough to leave in 
place. If you want to test your soils, DEQ recommends testing for the metals identified as contaminants of 
concern in the area surrounding the glass plants (including arsenic, boron, cadmium, hexavalent 
chromium and lead). There is guidance available on the Oregon Health Authority’s website at 
http://public.health.oregon.gov/newsadvisories/Documents/soil-labs.pdf to help you choose a 
laboratory for this analysis.    
 
If you have test results that show significant levels of metals, and are concerned about leaving it in place, 
you can submit those results to DEQ and OHA for review.  
 
If you decide to remove and dispose of your soils, you should arrange with your hauler service to dispose 
of the soil or if you choose to haul this soil yourself, you can call Metro at 503-234-3000 to find the 
closest permitted disposal site. Contact Waste Management at 503-640-9427 to find out any requirements 
for taking the soil to Hillsboro Landfill.  
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Q: If I am unsure about eating home grown fruits and vegetables, how should I dispose of them? 

A: Garden plants and vegetables can be put into the yard debris bins provided by your garbage/recycling 
haulers. 
 
Q: I would like to dispose of my compost materials, but I am concerned that they are contaminated. 

How should I dispose of my compost bin contents? 

A: In the City of Portland, compost can be added to the yard debris bin. If the compost contains a lot of 
soil, then the compost should be put into the trash.  
 
Q: Who do I contact with more questions on disposing of yard soils and/or compost? 

A: Please contact Heather Kuoppamaki at 503-229-5157 or kuoppamaki.heather@deq.state.or.us 
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