
Monitoring Near Precision Castparts 
Th is mailing is sent to you because you live near the Precision Castparts (PCC) facility on 
Harney Drive in Portland Oregon.  Early this year, the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) received the results of a study conducted by the US Forest Service, which 
found elevated concentrations of some heavy metals, most notably nickel, in moss samples 
around the facility.  Th e moss data could indicate a source of these metals to the air. DEQ, in 
partnership with the Oregon Health Authority (OHA), has attended community meetings 
to share this information and answer questions about the facility and its emissions. DEQ 
continues to monitor the air around the facility, and is completing soil sampling in key areas 
in your community to help us understand if these air emissions have impacted soils. Th e 
purpose of this mailer is to provide you with an update on those activities, and information 
about where you can learn more about these investigations and action into the future.   

To learn more about what might be causing these moss “hot spots” in neighborhoods around 
the facility, DEQ began monitoring the air adjacent to Precision Castparts at SE Harney Drive 
and SE 45th Avenue in Southeast Portland on March 29th, 2016.  Th is eff ort complements 
DEQ’s existing oversight of environmental cleanup activities at the site, as well as air and 
water permitting work.  DEQ has also completed an extensive off  site soil sampling program, 

designed to understand whether air emissions from the facility are 
impacting soil in neighborhoods around the facility.

What is the purpose of the monitoring project?  

Air: Th e purpose of the air monitoring is to fi nd out if heavy
metals associated with the facility’s emissions are present in 
outdoor air and if so, at what levels. DEQ is working with public 
health agencies to provide information to the public on air 
monitoring results. Information analyzed to date indicates all 
metals appear to be at or below background concentrations
for urban areas, with no signifi cant exceedances over risk levels.

Soil: In late May 2016, the DEQ began sampling the soil in areas nearby Precision Castparts. 
Th e goal of soil sampling is to determine if air emissions from the industrial activities at PCC 
have impacted off -site soil in the neighborhood. Th e laboratory is currently processing the 
samples. Results are expected in mid to late July, and will be made available online at SaferAir.
Oregon.gov/.  Sampling was focused on publicly accessible areas such as parks and schools. 
 
Facility cleanup investigation: In 2008, PCC began work under the oversight of DEQ’s 
Cleanup Program to investigate and assess contamination at or from the PCC property.  Both 
investigation and actual cleanup are ongoing, and include soil, groundwater, stormwater, and 
surface water in Johnson Creek.  

You can view sampling locations and weekly data updates online.

What will air and soil toxics monitoring tell us? 
DEQ will gain a better understanding of air toxics levels associated with the facility’s activities. 
Public health agencies need air and soil data in order to understand exposure risks and 
determine risks to human health.
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¿Necesita ayuda con la traducción? El sitio web de SaferAir.Oregon.gov le permite escuchar la información sobre la calidad del aire en 
varios idiomas. También puede solicitar la traducción de un documento a otro idioma llamando al Departamento de Calidad Ambiental 
(Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ) al (503) 229-5630. 
 

   ?   SaferAir.Oregon.gov        
   .  ,     ,        

   (DEQ)   (503) 229-5630. 
 

  SaferAir.Oregon.gov 
 (DEQ)  (503) 229-5630  

 

Quý v  c n thông tin b ng ngôn ng  khác? Quý v  có th  vào trang web SaferAir.Oregon.gov  nghe thông tin v  ch t l ng không 
khí b ng nhi u ngôn ng  khác nhau.  có c m t tài li u b ng ngôn ng  khác, quý v  c ng có th  g i i n tho i cho B  Ch t 
L ng Môi Tr ng (Department of Environmental Quality, ho c DEQ) theo s  (503) 229-5630.  
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In September, OHA will be launching a comprehensive public health assessment that will evaluate the health 
risks of contaminant levels in soil and air around Precision Cast Parts. Th e assessment will be based on the soil 
and air data that DEQ has collected.

How can I stay informed?
Th e DEQ plans to release the results of the soil sampling by August 2016 and will be made available at the joint-
agency-website, SaferAir.Oregon.gov. Th e latest information on OHA’s public health assessment and how to get 
involved can be found at HealthOregon.org/Ehap or by calling 971-673-0970. 

More information 
In our work to address air toxics concerns at the PCC facility, and across the Portland Metropolitan areas, DEQ 
and OHA provide routine updates to our shared website, located at SaferAir.Oregon.gov. In addition, DEQ and 
OHA are working together to overhaul Oregon’s industrial air toxics regulations and align them with human 
health. Th is new program is called “Cleaner Air Oregon.” Th ere are many opportunities for public input and 
engagement. For more information, please see http://cleanerair.oregon.gov.

Notes from Neighborhood Community Meeting, March 3, 2016: 
http://saferair.oregon.gov/Documents/pcc-communitymeeting-5-3-2016.pdf

View the PCC Remedial Investigation and Cleanup: http://www.deq.state.or.us/Webdocs/Forms/Output/
FPController.ashx?SourceIdType=11&SourceId=274&Screen=Load

Information on Healthy Gardening and Having Your Soil Tested: 
http://saferair.oregon.gov/Pages/What-You-Can-Do.aspx
If you have a health-related question, email: EHAP.Info@state.or.us or call 971-673-0970.

Need assistance with translation? Th e SaferAir.Oregon.gov website allows you to listen to air quality information 
in multiple languages. Additionally, you can request a document to be translated into a diff erent language not 
listed above by calling DEQ at 503-229-5630.

 
 

State of Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality
700 NE Multnomah St., Suite 600
Portland, OR 97232

RESIDENT
8227 SE CESAR E CHAVEZ BLVD
PORTLAND OR 97202-8016



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


