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Future Air Monitoring and Soil Sampling: Questions and Answers 
This document is intended to provide information on how DEQ will decide when and where 
to send limited resources.  
 
Q: Will DEQ be coming out to sample air and soil in my area? I live near one of the moss hot 
spots and I’m concerned that the air and soil may be posing a risk to my health. 

A: DEQ is working with the OHA and MCHD to determine a way to prioritize environmental 
sampling. This will be used to determine where limited resources will be deployed. 

Q: What type of information will the agencies use to decide that? 

A: The criteria include (not necessarily in priority order): 

 

• US Forest Service Moss Data 
• Portland Air Toxics Solutions Modeling  
• National Air Toxics Assessment Data 
• Databases related to the storage and disposal of 

hazardous materials 
• Known information about permitted and 

unpermitted sources of air emissions 
• Population density (how many people live in an 

area) 
• Community health data and concerns 
• Demographic data that incorporate 

environmental justice considerations (see the 
maps to the left and below for some of the 
criteria) 

• Proximity to area-wide sources of air toxics, such 
as transportation corridors 

• Relative toxicity of identified or suspected 
pollutants (how harmful a substance might be) 

• Requests from community for testing 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/toxics/docs/pats/15pollutantsAboveSummary.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/national-air-toxics-assessment
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All of these factors will be considered when prioritizing sites for air and soil testing. The ordering of 
sites may change as new data become available. Much of the data we have are imperfect, and 
some of the information we have needs scientific verification. Therefore the prioritization of sites 
will be evaluated on a variety of factors, including when verified information will be available. 

Q: When will the prioritized list of sites be publicly available? 

A: DEQ and health agencies are waiting on verified moss data from the US Forest Service, because 
it’s an important indicator of where there may be air or soil contamination. We will develop and 
publish a list of projected actions when this data is released. 

Q: Why is it important to use demographic information as part of this process? 

A: Demographic information helps us understand how population vulnerability varies across an 
area. This is especially important for health, since some groups face higher risks or have a greater 
existing burden of disease. For example, children can be more sensitive to toxins because of their 
lower body weight and developing bodies. 

 


