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Since Bullseye Glass Company resumed cadmium use, what is DEQ doing to 
ensure that the company’s pollution controls are working? 
On Monday, April 11, DEQ received a letter from Bullseye Glass Company stating that it had installed 

emission control equipment and that it would resume cadmium use in a controlled furnace. That day, DEQ 

inspected the control device, known as a baghouse, to verify the installation and operation of the facility’s 

new baghouse.  

 

The furnace and baghouse were operating at the time of the inspection. All ductwork is in new condition 

and there were no visible leaks occurring where they might be expected (places like joints and welds). 

The baghouse is equipped with bags that are designed for use at elevated operating temperatures  

(up to 375° F), which are appropriate for installation above the glassmaking furnace.  At the time of 

inspection, hourly operating records of the inlet temperature of the baghouse had ranged from 123° to 

230° F, well within the acceptable operating range of temperatures for these bags. The installed bags are 

rated by the manufacturer to have 99.9 percent control efficiency for particulate matter. DEQ also 

performed a rooftop inspection and saw no visible emissions from the baghouse exhaust stack. DEQ has 

performed an additional inspection since April 11. 

 

DEQ will oversee a source test at the facility April 26 through April 28. The test will determine the actual 

particulate matter emission rate of the furnace exhaust and the control efficiency of the baghouse. DEQ 

will review the source test results, compare the results against required the efficiency, and share those 

results with the public, the Oregon Health Authority and the Multnomah County Health Department.  

 

Based on the results of DEQ’s initial onsite inspection, and information provided from the manufacturer, 

DEQ has determined the baghouse at Bullseye Glass Company is operating effectively. DEQ expects the 

baghouse to be controlling particulate matter emissions from the furnace to a level closely in line with 

manufacturer’s ratings. At the time of the inspection, the differential operating pressure reading of the 

baghouse was slightly above the expected range noted in the construction approval application. The 

reading that was observed was within a range that is typical for baghouse operation. 

In addition, four air toxics monitors remain around the facility that will continue to provide weekly 

information on emissions from the facility. The agencies are watching readings closely and will continue 

to publish a report on that data each week at SaferAir.Oregon.gov. 

http://saferair.oregon.gov/Pages/index.aspx
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Now that DEQ has determined that two Portland glass manufacturers are subject 

to regulation under federal air quality rules to control hazardous air pollutants, 

including metals, when will DEQ enforce these regulations?  

On April 20, the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission adopted temporary rules for colored art 

glass manufacturers that prohibit use of arsenic, cadmium, and chromium VI until control devices are 

installed. These rules have requirements that go beyond the federal regulations. 

 

DEQ is working with Bullseye Glass Company and Uroboros Glass Company to determine to what extent 

the federal regulations apply to these facilities, which is dependent on the types of furnaces at each 

facility. In cases such as these, DEQ works with the facility to come into compliance, through an 

administrative order that stipulates compliance requirements and deadlines, recognizing that time is 

needed in some instances to construct necessary components of control systems or other requirements.  

 

The anticipated enforceable order will require each company to install pollution control equipment on 

affected furnaces, and apply for the appropriate permit. The order also will require that they follow other 

requirements for testing, monitoring and record keeping. DEQ will require both companies to get a Title 

V operating permit. 

As the first step in the enforcement procedure, DEQ has sent a pre-enforcement notice for the violation of 

the federal regulation which, based upon EPA’s clarification, DEQ has determined applies to each glass 

company. DEQ uses a pre-enforcement notice when DEQ finds a violation and this notice is a precursor 

to a formal enforcement action (i.e., a penalty and/or compliance order).  

Is hexavalent chromium coming from Bullseye Glass Company?  

Bullseye Glass Company has not used any form of chromium in its glass making furnaces since February. 

There are other potential sources of hexavalent chromium in the area including locomotive diesel engines. 

On a recent site visit to Bullseye Glass Company, a DEQ inspector reviewed the list of ingredients used in 

a batch of glass production and chromium was not on the list. The planned source testing will provide 

more information about chromium conversion and hexavalent chromium emissions from Bullseye Glass 

Company. 

 

What is DEQ doing to find other sources of hexavalent chromium in southeast 

Portland?  

There are other possible sources of chromium in the neighborhood where DEQ is monitoring, including a 

railroad yard, cement plant and chrome plating facility. DEQ is evaluating these other possible sources 

and will investigate. 


